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President’s Update

W E L C O M E !w e l c o m e
coaches in the junior divisions, as well as 
coaching our Sub Junior 2 team. At the 
moment Kev is providing mentoring 
support that is focussed on the way that 
we coach and correct players in their 
footwork and passing. He has also taken 
on the role of mentor to the 
Assistant Coaches that we have 
appointed to several of the junior division 
teams. Kev has an exceptional netball 
pedigree, most recently at Garville Netball 
Club in a similar role. We are very lucky to 
have him as part of our coaching 
development program, and we will be 
further developing his role at the club to 
ensure that we meet our commitment to 
provide and develop the best coaches for 
our players.  

In coming weeks you will also see another 
Assistant Coaching Director at the courts. 
Jenny Ryan is also a highly experienced 
and credentialed coach who will be
 working with Judi to support our 
coaching development program. These 
are new roles to the club and in coming 
months Judi will provide more detail to 
members about the functions they will be 
fulfilling.

Season 2020 is finally underway in the 
AMND (and we are now several weeks in to 
the SUNA season), and despite it being a 
substantially belated and reduced season 
we are optimistic that the pre-season work 
that the teams have been engaged in will 
be evident in our success on the court. 

I would like to thank the coaches and 
the players for your patience during the 
COVID-19 lockdown, and then as we have 
gradually returned to full training, the 
willingness you have all shown to train 
twice a week in lieu of Saturday games. 

COACH DEVELOPMENT

Our Head Coach Judi Andrewartha has 
agreed to take on dual functions this year 
and is also our Club Coaching Director. Judi 
will be retiring as Head Coach at the 
conclusion of the 2020 Season and will 
transition into the role of Coaching 
Director from 2021. Judi has enlisted two 
highly experienced and knowledgeable 
coaches to work with her, and to advance 
the strategic goal of the club to ensure 
that every coach across every age division 
has support and mentoring throughout the 
season. 

You will possibly have already seen Kev 
Spencer out at the courts. Kev is fulfilling 
the role as Assistant Coaching Director, 
and is providing mentoring support to our 

Kev Spencer - Assistant Coaching Director



SOCIAL MEDIA!

Social Media is our main platform for 
communicating with our members, 
players, and parents. 

To ensure you do not miss out on 
information about games, training, 
events and promotions follow us on 
Facebook and/or Instagram.  

@woodspanthers

@woodspanthersnetballclub
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VOLUNTEERS

My thanks also to every volunteer who is 
involved with our club. This has been an 
incredibly frustrating and confusing time 
to be trying to run a Premier League 
Netball Club, and the volunteers who have 
continued to put in many hours per week 
are an exceptional group. Every aspect of 
their roles has been impacted this year 
and the plans we had for the season, for 
building our sponsorship support, and for 
the various social and fundraising events 
we had in mind have been stalled and 
interrupted. I would also like to take this 
opportunity to thank every family that has 
stayed with our club this season. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

We have major announcements about our 
club coming in the next few months. And 
to start, I am delighted to let you all know 
that with Judi Andrewartha retiring as Club 
Head Coach at the end of the 2020 Premier 
League season, we have contracted Dani 
Johnson to the position of Head Coach for 
seasons 2021 and 2022. 

Dani is a fully accredited coach with 
exceptional coaching credentials. Her 
passion for our club, and for netball as a 
sport is only the beginning of the benefits 
that Dani brings to the role. In addition to 
coaching the Premier League team Dani 
will be involved with redesigning and 
delivering our Talent Identification and 
High Performance programs. Dani is 
committed to developing every player in 
our club and will be working with the 
Divisional Head Coaches to implement a 
Pathways Program to ensure that every 
player has the opportunity to set goals, 
improve their skills and reach their 
potential at our club. 

I wish every player success for this 
“unusual” winter season. 
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From left to right

Top: Dani Johnson, Annabelle Latham, Brooke McIntyre, Caitlin Ralston, Brenna 
McKay, Ash Bray, Kayla Howes, Eilish McKay, Courtney Maynard, 
Brittany McEvoy, Kelly Cole, Judi Andrewartha, Jay Fuss

Bottom: Briony Pratt, Lauren Ross, Brittany Bugg, Nadine Shugg, 
Georgie Bradley, Abbie Keough, Tayla Wilsdon, Nikita Block



For our second edition of PantherPride Newsletter, we are introducing a new 
segment - Player Profiles. We are highlighting the elite players within our club 
and their outstanding achievements, both on and off the court. This week we are 
highlighting our very own club captain: Eilish Mckay. 
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P L A Y E R  P R O F I L Ep l a y e r  p r o f i l e

Name: Eilish
Nickname: Lish
How many years at WPNC: 4
Fave Social media platform: I’m honestly hopeless at 
social media so probably just Facebook.
Fave song: I don’t have a favourite!
Fave tv show: The Handmaid’s Tale
What sort of training did I do in lockdown: I 
completed a mixture of programs involving cardio 
vascular endurance, speed and agility, and conditioning 
workouts. But I love/d just going for a run!
Advice to Woods netballers: I think something we 
can all strive for, regardless of age and skill, is to be the 
best versions of ourselves that we can be. In a netball 
sense, this means putting in the extra mile for your 
team mates. Be the team member who others think of 
as accountable, on and off the court. 
Pre-game ritual: Not sure if this counts as a ritual, but 
I have this annoying fear of running out of energy in a 
game so I ALWAYS make sure to eat something decent 
before hand – usually a banana. Sometimes my mum 
will also call me to give a pep talk!



In this edition we are highlighting one of our long standing club sponsors Brilliant SA. 
Brilliant SA have been sponsoring the club for many years now and have been a 
significant part of the growth and development of the club. We are sincerly thankful for 
their ongoing support. Catch up on the below interview with Brilliant SA managing 
director Peter Sveinsson.
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How did you get involved with Woods Panthers – what’s your family’s story with 
us?

My wife Kathy and I have lived in Eden Hills almost 30 years. The Mitcham Hills and the Blackwood 
area have a fantastic community spirit which we value and support in where we can. We feel 
blessed to have brought up our two daughters within a great supportive community. 

As most parents do, we tried to support them and their friends in their activities as they were 
growing up. Both of them played netball at school from an early age and still play socially.  Our 
younger daughter, Joey, played for the Woods Panthers for several years, until about 2013. 

How, when and why did you decide to become a sponsor at Woods Panthers?

We came to appreciate the club’s spirit with focus on participation, inclusion and performance. 
At the same time, we started by sponsoring one team, then another. Eventually, we became club 
sponsors in 2012. We know how difficult it can be for sporting clubs to raise money for everyday 
operations. We weren’t able to help through volunteering but knew we could contribute a through 
sponsorship. Every club needs both and although we haven’t had a player at the club for many 
years, we still chip in.

Tell me a bit about Brilliant SA – what does Brilliant SA do, and how long have 
you been in the industry?

Simply put, Brilliant SA is a home renovation company, operating since 2001 although bot my busi-
ness partner, Mick Pietrus and I have been in the industry close to forty years. We work for clients 
who care about high quality, service, professionalism and integrity. It’s always about giving the cli-
ents the best result possible. While bathroom, kitchen and laundry renovations are our specialty, 
we take a holistic approach to include all structural and complete home renovations.

We have fantastic team of people who are committed to excellence in their chosen field, from 
design to construction. We love what we do and feel lucky that we get to do what we love. 
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You have chosen to sponsor the coaches – which includes the fabulous jackets 
they wear courtside – how does this align with your personal values?

Well, the coaches are often the unsung heroes who give structure to the game; who share from 
their experience and skills; who provide feedback and encouragement; who mentor and counsel 
and mop up the blood and tears. They shape the team and keep it together. 
They have your back - and we have theirs.

You also sponsor the Premier League and Reserves teams, and have done for 
quite some time – what does this mean to you?

While participation is important, so is striving for excellence. Always playing with ambition. As 
younger players work their way through the ranks, they needs tangible goals to chase, like play-
ing in the top level teams. It’s important we all support the top teams where we can, whether 
that is through attendance and cheering at games financially or otherwise. The players of those 
top teams are also the role models and supporters to the younger ones. Netball, and most wom-
en’s sport, doesn’t get the support it deserves, financially or otherwise. If we can do a little bit to 
change that, we will.

You have been involved with netball for a long time - Do you have any advice for 
our young players?

Commit to doing your best, yet learn to accept setbacks to try and try again.
Lead by example. Support and celebrate your team mates and remember to have fun.

 
Peter Sveinsson 
Managing Director



We would like to express a sincere Thank-you to all the past and current sponsors 
who have chosen to stay on despite these tough and challenging times. Without 
the help of sponsorships the Woods 
Panthers Community wouldn’t have the strength we do today. 

There are still opportunities to sponsor Preimer League 
Players for the current Winter season so please do not 
hesitate to reach out if you would like to sponsor or know someone in the posi-
tion able to sponsor.

Download the Sponsorship Brochure here. 
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“To become a better you, remember to be 
grateful to people who have contributed to 
making you who you are today.”
- Israelmore Ayivor, Become a Better You



L O O K I N G  A H E A DL o o k i n g  A h e a d
PANTHER CUBS PROGRAM
Panther Cubs program is commencing 9 August 2020 for 6 weeks at the Black-
wood Courts (Adey Road, Blackwood). Cost is $75 and registrations are now open 
through the link; https://netball.resultsvault.com/common/pages/reg/welcome.aspx-
?id=88993&fbclid=IwAR0HFrxE0EuMu_4zkPk_CizJt6PnoN4Rlhkv2jL_7gsOBUu13s1n6o_
thCs&type=6&save=0&entityid=44407

SUMMER TRIALS
It’s crazy to think but the 2020/2021 Summer season is just around the corner! 
Woods Panthers are launching trials for the up coming summer season and we 
want you to get involved! We will be holding SUNA and CND over August and 
September! Check out the dates and times below for your age group
Please note for ALL trials there is a $100 trial fee (non refundable)

SUNA TRIALS
To be held on Sunday 9th August 5:30 – 7:30pm Blackwood Courts (Adey Road, 
Blackwood)
5:30pm Onwards – U11’s and U13’s
6:30pm Onwards – U17’s, Inters and Seniors
Note U9 do not need to trial
A second trial will be held on 16 August if required. Players will be notified in the 
event this will occur. 
Link to register is on our website www.woodspanthers.com.au

CND TRIALS
To be held on Sunday 13th and Sunday 20th September 2:00pm – 6:00pm 
Westminister Courts (Alison Ave, Marion)
2:00-3:00pm – Sub Primary and Primary
3:00 – 4:30pm – Sub Junior and Junior

SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING (SGM)
A SGM will be held on 10th September at 7:00pm at the South Adelaide Football 
Club. All members, players, parents and volunteers to attend. 

UNIFORM SALE
To assist families impacted by covid-19 we are holding a BIG uniform sale on 
9 August - 20 September. All stock will be 25-40% off *conditions apply* 
Spend $100 and receive a 20% discount voucher towards your Winter 2021 
uniform.

SAVE THE DATE - END OF SEASON EVENT
End of Season Event – 3 October @ South Adelaide Football Club. More details to 
follow!
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PO Box 575 
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President 
Rohan Davison-Bennett  
Telephone:  0423 029 764 

Secretary 
Kathryn Howes  
Telephone:  0412 088 866 

www.woodspanthers.com.au 
hello@woodspanthers.com.au
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